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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Administrative  County  ...  ...  ...  961,278  acres 

Population  (census  1931)  ...  ...  ...  263,498 

Estimated  Population  1945  ...  ...  ...  266,190 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (census  1931)  ...  66,654 

Number  of  separate  families  or  occupiers  (census  1931)  68,121 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  (census  1931)  3.9 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1945  ...  ...  ...  £1,313,808 

Estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate,  1945  ...  ...  £5,134 

Sanitary  Districts  Populations 


(Estimated  1945) 

Municipal  Boroughs  3  ...  ...  81,077) 

Urban  Districts  ...  9  ...  ...  49,533) 

Rural  Districts  ...  9 


130,610 

135,580 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births : — 

Live — Legitimate 

•  •  • 

4,604 

Illegitimate 

•  .  • 

487 

Total 

5,091 

Still — Legitimate 

•  4  4 

113 

Illegitimate 

4  4  4 

9 

Total 

4  4  4 

122 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

4  4  4 

19.12 

Still  births  per  1,000  total  births  ... 

4  4  4 

23.40 

Deaths — all  causes: —  ... 

4  4  4 

3,191 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  population 

Deaths  from  Diseases  and  accidents  of  Pregnancy 

11.98 

and  Childbirth: — 

From  Sepsis 

4  4  4 

3 

Other  causes 

4  4  4 

6 

Maternal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

4  4  4 

1.7 

3 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: — 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  168 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  ...  193 

Death  Rate  of: — 

Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  37.91 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  36.49 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  51.33 
Deaths  from: — 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  871 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  490 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ...  ...  76 

Non-Pulmonary  ...  26 


LIVE  BIRTHS,  1945 


Districts 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Births 

URBAN 

Alford 

30 

27 

3 

Barton-on-Humber 

99 

90 

9 

Brigg 

67 

61 

6 

Cleethorpes  Borough 

533 

478 

55 

Gainsborough 

290 

264 

26 

Horncastle 

69 

57 

12 

Louth  Borough 

197 

176 

21 

Mablethorpe  and  Sutton 

100 

87 

13 

Market  Rasen 

47 

41 

6 

Scunthorpe  Borough 

968 

886 

82 

Skegness 

175 

156 

19 

Woodhall  Spa 

23 

22 

1 

Aggregate  Urban 

Districts 

2598 

2345 

253 

RURAL 

Glanford  Brigg 

564 

503 

61 

Caistor 

204 

183 

21 

Gainsborough 

199 

181 

18 

Grimsby 

226 

200 

26 

Horncastle 

182 

170 

12 

Isle  of  Axholme 

207 

189 

18 

Louth 

285 

255 

30 

Spilsby 

400 

372 

28 

Welton 

226 

206 

20 

Aggregate  Rural 

Districts 

2493 

2259 

234 

Whole  County 

5091 

4604 

487 

4 


STILL-BIRTHS,  1945 


Districts 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

URBAN 

Alford 

1 

1 

Barton-on-Humber 

3 

— 

3 

Brigg 

— 

1 

1 

Cleethorpes  Borough 

9 

1 

10 

Gainsborough 

4 

— 

4 

Horncastle 

1 

— 

1 

Louth  Borough 

4 

— 

4 

Mablethorpe  and  Sutton 

2 

— 

2 

Market  Rasen 

1 

— 

1 

Scunthorpe  Borough 

27 

4 

31 

Skegness 

3 

— 

3 

Woodhall  Spa 

— 

— 

— 

Aggregate  Urban 

Districts 

55 

6 

61 

RURAL 

Glanford  Brigg 

16 

1 

17 

Caistor 

7 

— 

7 

Gainsborough 

2 

— 

2 

Grimsby 

3 

— 

3 

Horncastle 

6 

1 

7 

Isle  of  Axholme 

5 

1 

6 

Louth 

3 

— 

3 

Spilsby 

8 

— 

8 

Welton 

8 

— 

8 

Aggregate  Rural 

Districts 

58 

3 

61 

Whole  County 

113 

9 

122 

Causes  of  Death  in  each  District  in  the  County  at  all  Ages — 1945 


DISTRICT 

Typhoid  and 

Para-typhoid  Fever 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of 

Respiratory  System 

Other  Forms  of 

Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

03 

N 

G 

<U 

G 

►— t 

Measles 

Acute  Polio  Myel.  and 

Polio  Enceph. 

Acute  Inf.  Enceph. 

Cancer  of  B.  Cav.  and 

Oesoph.  (M)  Uterus  (F) 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum 

Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

Diabetes 

Intra.  Cran.  Vase. 

Lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of 

Circulatory  System 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and 

Duodenum 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

Appendicitis 

- - — 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

Nephritis 

Puer.  and  Post- Abort. 

Sepsis 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Premature  Birth 

Con.  Mai.  Birth 

Inj.  Infant  Disease 

Suicide 

|  Road  1  rathe  Accidents 

Other  Violent  Causes 

i 

(A 

Q 

(A 

O 

<5 

No.  of  Deaths 

URBAN 

Alford 

_ 

_____ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

10 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

27 

Barton-on-Humber 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

14 

1 

17 

14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

—  ! 

— 

— 

1 

1 5 

77 

Brigg 

— 

|  — 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

37 

Cleethorpes  Borough 

— 

— 

1 

— 

14 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

6 

10 

3 

39 

3 

33 

79 

4 

23 

6 

3 

3 

3 

1 

8 

5 

1 

— 

5 

11 

4 

1 

10 

57 

339 

Gainsborough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

2 

1 

> 

4 

2 

— 

— 

4 

4 

1 

23 

2 

24 

63 

6 

16 

8 

2 

5 

1 

8 

4 

— 

— 

3 

4 

1 

1 

8 

17 

221 

Horncastle 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

— 

7 

17 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

—  | 

—  i 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

3 

48 

Louth  Borough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

3 

14 

— 

17 

44 

1 

8 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

— 

—  ! 

3 

1 

—  ; 

2 

18 

135 

Mablethorpe  &  Sutton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

1 

17 

1 

13 

26 

— 

7 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2  1 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

—  | 

1 

5 

89 

Market  Rasen 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

6 

28 

Scunthorpe  Borough 

— 

— 

1  — 

i  — 

— 

15 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1 

5 

7 

4 

37 

9 

57 

80 

9 

34 

18 

6 

4 

1 

— 

7 

18 

— 

1 

12 

10 

4 

5 

16 

41 

404 

Skegness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

14 

3 

10 

52 

1 

3 

4 

3 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

2  ’ 

1 

7 

121 

Woodhall  Spa 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

— 

—  1 

— 

—  I 

1 

4 

25 

Total 

— 

— 

3 

— 

49 

11 

11 

-  8 

6 

1 

1 

21 

39 

20 

168 

22 

185 

396 

27 

97 

45 

18 

15 

5 

4 

38 

40  ' 

2 

2 

30  ; 

37 

12 

9 

41 

188 

1551 

RURAL 

Glanford  Brigg 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

6 

3 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

4 

6 

2 

30 

2 

49 

91 

21 

10 

8 

1 

1 

3 

— 

12 

11 

1 

1 

2 

4 

— 

3 

12 

37 

330 

Caistor 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

3 

11 

9 

39 

3 

9 

5 

1 

1  1 

_ 

4 

4 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

1 

3 

21 

132 

Gainsborough 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

i 

1 

— 

— 

4 

1 

15 

2 

11 

36 

4 

9 

2 

4 

1 

_  1 

— 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

7 

13 

125 

Grimsby 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

— 

| 

1 

— 

— 

1 

6 

— 

8 

2 

17 

31 

5 

7 

3 

3 

2 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

3 

2 

3 

16 

122 

Horncastle 

— 

— 

3i 

2 

1 

—  . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

12 

1 

13 

46 

5 

9 

4 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

2 

1 

5 

16 

139 

Isle  of  Axholme 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

2  ' 

19 

2 

30 

43 

1 

8 

6 

2 

1 

2 

— 

5 

12 

— 

1 

4 

2 

3 

4 

15 

173 

Louth  .  ....  .  . 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

3 

19 

1 

24 

61 

9 

8 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

7 

5 

— 

— 

2 

4 

2 

2 

17 

180 

Spilsby 

1 

1 

— 

__ 

7 

4 

1 

5 

1 

— 

1 

6 

10 

8 

22 

3 

42 

85 

14 

10 

6 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

8 

— 

1 

4 

2 

1 

3 

11 

27 

295 

Welton 

— 

1 

— 

—  i 

4 

1 

— 

7  1 

1 

— 

5 

4 

2 

15 

2 

14 

43 

3 

7 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

5 

— 

6 

2 

— 

_  1 

3 

14 

144 

Total 

1 

4 

— 

5 

1 

27 

15 

6 

21 

3 

1 

1 

21 

46 

24 

151 

15 

209 

475 

65 

77 

38 

12 

11 

5 

4 

48 

50 

1 

4 

27 

25 

8 

13 

50 

176 

1640 

Administrative  County 

1 

4 

— 

8 

1 

76 

26 

17 

29 

9  I 

2 

2 

42  ' 

85 

44 

319 

37 

394 

871 

92 

174 

83 

30 

26 

10 

8 

86 

90 

3 

6 

57 

62 

20 

22 

91 

364 

3191 
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Causes  of  all  Deaths  in  the  County  at  Different  ages — 1945 


Causes  of  Death 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65  & 

over 

Total 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
Fevers 

1 

1 

2.  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5.  Diphtheria 

— - 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  the  Respirat¬ 
ory  System 

2 

1 

_ 

50 

21 

2 

76 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

11 

2 

9 

3 

1 

26 

8.  Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

— 

— 

1 

11 

3 

17 

9.  Influenza 

— 

2 

— 

3 

6 

18 

29 

10.  Measles 

2 

5 

1 

— 

1 

— 

9 

11.  Ac.  Polio-Myel.  and  Polio- 
Encephalitis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

_ 

2 

12.  Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

13.  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  and 
Oesoph.  Uterus 

_ 

_ 

_ 

5 

19 

18 

42 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach,  Duo¬ 
denum 

_ 

_ 

__ 

7 

25 

53 

85 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

— 

— 

5 

24 

15 

44 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 

— - 

1 

1 

23 

108 

186 

319 

17.  Diabetes 

— - 

— - 

4 

13 

20 

37 

18.  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

— 

— 

— 

4 

65 

325 

394 

19.  Heart  Disease 

— 

— 

1 

16 

171 

683 

871 

20.  Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System 

— 

— 

— 

2 

15 

75 

92 

21.  Bronchitis 

9 

1 

— 

6 

44 

114 

174 

22.  Pneumonia 

28 

3 

— 

9 

17 

26 

83 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

7 

7 

16 

30 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach,  Duodenum 

— 

— 

6 

16 

4 

26 

25.  Diarrhoea,  under  2  years 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

26.  Appendicitis 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

3 

8 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5 

— - 

1 

13 

19 

48 

86 

28.  Nephritis 

1 

— 

1 

7 

26 

55 

90 

29.  Puerperal  &  Post-Abort.  Sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— - 

3 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

6 

31.  Premature  Birth 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

57 

32.  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant 
Disease 

55 

4 

2 

1 

62 

33.  Suicide 

— 

— 

— 

8 

9 

3 

20 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

— 

— 

4 

7 

6 

5 

22 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes 

8 

10 

5 

23 

15 

30 

91 

36.  All  other  Causes 

8 

10 

2 

36 

53 

255 

364 

Total 

193 

50 

23 

266 

701 

1958 

3191 
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In  so  far  as  vital  statistics  can  be  used  as  a  measure  of  the  health 
of  a  community  they  show  for  the  year  under  review  that  the  health  of 
the  people  of  this  County  has  been  good.  They  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  the  Country  as  a  whole  and  with  those  for  the  County  for 
previous  years. 

The  birth-rate  although  slightly  below  that  for  1944  is  still  well 
above  the  average  of  the  pre-war  years. 

The  death  rate  is  11.98  per  1,000  of  the  population  or  0.28  per 
1,000  higher  than  that  for  last  year. 

Of  the  3,191  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  County  during  the 
year,  heart  disease  accounted  for  871  (783),  cancer  for  490  (457), 
tuberculosis,  all  forms,  102  (121).  The  figures  for  the  previous  year 
are  given  in  brackets. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  was  193 
giving  a  rate  of  37.9  per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  is  the  lowest  ever 
recorded  for  the  County  and  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  46  for 
the  whole  Country.  Nearly  30%  of  infant  deaths  was  due  to  prema¬ 
turity.  A  similar  proportion  was  due  to  congenital  malformation  and 
disease  and  injury  at  birth.  Pneumonia  accounted  for  28  deaths. 

Deaths  of  mothers  in  child-birth  numbered  9,  three  being  due  to 
sepsis  and  6  to  other  conditions.  The  rate  per  1,000  total  births  was 
therefore  1.7  compared  with  2.4  in  1944.  The  rate  for  the  year  is  the 
lowest  recorded  and  is  less  than  half  what  it  was  10  years  ago. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  was  only  one  death  from  diphtheria 
in  the  County  during  the  year. 

There  has  been  a  marked  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  and  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  throughout  the  country  gen¬ 
erally  since  immunisation  was  introduced.  In  this  County,  although 
in  some  districts  there  are  still  comparatively  large  numbers  to  be 
immunised,  it  would  seem  that  what  has  already  been  done  is  bearing- 
fruit.  The  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease 
in  the  County  during  each  of  the  last  ten  years  are  as  follows: — 


Year 

Cases  notified 

Deaths 

1936 

124 

6 

1937 

227 

10 

1938 

280 

12 

1939 

153 

13 

1940 

251 

10 

1941 

149 

6 

1942 

172 

8 

1943 

157 

5 

1944 

70 

3 

1945 

77 

1 

1 


Sanitary  Inspection 

Toward  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position  of  shortage  of  Sanitary 
Inspectors  was  slightly  eased  by  demobilisation  but  the  restriction  of 
supply  of  building  materials  and  the  scarcity  of  building  labour  has 
restricted  all  efforts  to  alleviate  any  but  the  most  urgent  works  of 
repair.  The  inability  to  remedy  defects  which  are  now  revealing 
themselves  through  six  years  of  inattention  is  demoralising  to  the 
inspectors  and  producing  a  feeling  of  despair  and  helplessness  in  the 
householder. 

In  a  majority  of  the  rural  districts  the  dual  appointment  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  Surveyor  is  held;  with  the  tremendous  increase  in  the 
administrative  work  attached  to  the  approval  of  plans,  issue  of  building 
licences  and  permits  for  building  materials,  little  time  is  available  for 
the  general  aspects  of  sanitary  supervision. 


Housing 

To  implement  the  Survey  of  Rural  Housing  recommended  in 
the  “Hobhouse  Report,”  six  of  the  rural  districts  appointed  persons 
with  some  knowledge  of  building  who,  after  attending  an  intensive 
course  based  on  the  uniform  method  of  inspection  and  recording, 
commenced  the  survey.  In  some  cases  the  sanitary  inspectors  are 
making  a  survey. 

From  the  inspections  already  made,  it  would  appear  that  by  the 
time  the  condition  of  existing  houses  can  be  dealt  with,  not  less  than 
thirty  per  cent  will  need  demolition  and  thirty-five  per  cent  need  repairs 
or  reconditioning  of  a  major  character. 

Although  the  number  of  houses  already  erected  by  local  author¬ 
ities  is  not  as  large  as  was  anticipated,  the  programme  for  the  County 
will  provide  a  good  initial  contribution  to  the  housing  problem. 

An  encouraging  feature  is  the  manner  in  which  district  councils 
are  considering  and  adopting  new  styles  and  types  of  construction  in 
an  effort  to  speed  up  housing  accommodation. 


Rural  Water  Supplies 

Every  Rural  District  Council  in  the  County  has  now  submitted 
schemes  of  supply  under  the  Rural  Water  Supplies  &  Sewerage  Act 
1944,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  each  scheme  is  or  can  easily  be 
interlocked  with  that  of  contiguous  authorities.  In  some  cases 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  purchase  of  water  in  bulk  from 
a  neighbouring  authority  in  addition  to  the  sinking  of  bores;  in  only 
one  case  is  river  water  being  utilised. 
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The  County  Council  has  appointed  a  consulting  engineer  to  act 
on  its  behalf,  correlate  the  proposals  and  co-operate  with  the  district 
councils  to  ensure  that  the  present  proposals  form  a  sufficient  and 
satisfactory  basis  for  a  complete  supply  to  the  whole  County,  making 
the  most  efficient  use  of  our  natural  water  resources. 


Scavenging 

This  service  has  been  far  from  satisfactory  during  the  last  few 
years;  the  demands  of  the  war  had  a  bad  effect  on  direct  labour  schemes 
and  made  contract  work  almost  impossible.  The  only  bright  feature 
was  salvage  collection  which,  in  many  cases,  had  voluntary  effort  as  a 
sustaining  force. 

With  the  release  of  men  from  the  Forces  and  the  possibility  of 
obtaining  more  vehicles,  the  outlook  is  brighter  and  existing  direct 
labour  schemes  can  be  extended  and  others  inaugurated. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  present  circumstances  preclude  schemes 
of  water  supply  and  sewerage  proceeding  together;  the  need  for  them 
is  complementary  but  it  is  apparent  that  in  rural  localities,  water  must 
receive  first  consideration.  The  proposals  submitted  so  far  are  general 
in  character  and  the  details  and  order  of  priority  will  be  determined 
at  a  later  date  but  some  authorities  have  formulated  comprehensive 
schemes  which  eventually  will  provide  for  the  smallest  hamlets. 

The  extent  to  which  sewage  disposal  works  of  aerodromes  can  be 
used  for  villages  cannot  be  ascertained  until  the  Air  Ministry  has 
decided  its  policy  on  the  peace-time  establishment  of  the  Air  Force. 

The  approval  for  the  Bardney  scheme  is  long  overdue;  the  present 
works  are  discharging  crude  sewage  into  the  Engine  Drain  and  this 
contributes  much  pollution  to  the  River  Witham. 

Post-war  plans  for  both  Florncastle  and  Woodhall  Spa  necessitate 
some  reconsideration  of  the  capacity  of  the  works  and  the  plant  at 
Scunthorpe  is  overloaded  but  by  careful  management  the  effluent  has 
been  maintained  at  a  reasonable  standard. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1936 — 46 

The  general  standard  of  milk  production  still  remains  rather 
lower  than  in  pre-war  years,  the  great  difficulties  being  labour  and  the 
replacement  of  utensils  and  appliances.  Interest  in  T.T.  production 
is  increasing  but  experience  shows  that  a  snap  test  followed  by  the 
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removal  of  reactors  is  not  the  best  introduction  to  the  scheme.  It  is 
less  costly  and  far  less  disappointing  to  build  up  a  T.T.  herd  over  a 
period  of  two  or  three  years,  breeding  all  the  heifers  on  the  farm ;  the 
maxim  “who  buys  cattle  buys  trouble”  seems  to  apply  with  particular 
force  to  T.T.  producers. 

During  the  year  25  T.T.  licences  were  issued,  4  surrendered  and 
1  suspended  for  three  months;  170  Accredited  licences  were  issued,  8 
surrendered  (3  for  T.T.  licences),  1  revoked  and  1  suspended  for  two 
months.  An  appeal  by  the  holder  of  the  revoked  licence  was  not 
upheld  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

A  total  of  634  samples  were  examined  at  the  laboratory.  Of  55 
T.T.  samples,  22  or  40%  were  unsatisfactory  and  of  511  Accredited 
samples,  159  or  31%were  unsatisfactory. 

Since  April  1945  tests  under  the  Heat  Treatment  Order  have  been 
carried  out  on  Heat  Treated  and  Pasteurised  Milks  processed  in  the 
County.  There  were  six  plants  licensed  by  the  Food  Division,  Milk 
Marketing  Board  and  of  52  samples,  5  failed  to  satisfy  either  the  Phos¬ 
phatase  or  the  Methylene  Blue  test;  none  failed  both  tests.  This  must 
be  regarded  as  good  for  the  initial  period  of  the  scheme  and  can  be 
attributed  to  the  advisory  work  carried  out  during  the  last  five  years. 

General 

For  a  second  year  a  survey  of  a  portion  of  the  River  Witham  has 
been  carried  out  and  many  minor  points  of  pollution  have  been  cleared 
up.  The  two  major  factors  in  the  pollution  viz.  the  Sincil  Drain  and 
the  Bardney  Engine  have  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  dealt  with, 
just  an  improvement  in  the  former,  the  latter  cannot  be  dealt  with 
until  the  proposed  Bardney  sewage  scheme  is  put  into  operation. 
Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  sewage  works. 

Twenty-five  visits  were  made  to  schools  in  connection  with  milk 
supply,  water  supply  or  hygienic  conditions;  in  one  case  the  water 
supply  was  unsatisfactory  and  a  temporary  supply  was  arranged. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

During  the  year  a  total  of  808  samples  were  taken;  of  these  420 
were  of  milk. 


The  number  of  adulterated  samples  was  43,  or  5.3%  of  the  total; 
of  these,  39  were  milk. 

The  nature  of  the  adulteration  and  the  action  taken  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  the  samples  concerned  were  as  follows:- 


10 


Nature  of  sample  Adulteration  Action  taken 


Milk 

9%  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

>  > 

35%  deficient  in  fat 

Fined  10/- 

)  > 

6%  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

n 

6%  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

>  > 

1J%  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

1%  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

>  > 

5  extraneous  water 

Dismissed 

6%  deficient  in  fat 

Dismissed 

>  > 

1 1  %  deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £3 

>  y 

9%  deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £ 2 

•>  > 

10%  deficient  in  fat 

Dismissed  on  pay¬ 
ment  of  4/-  costs 

>> 

15%  deficient  in  fat 

Fined  £ 5 ;  appeal 
lodged  to  Quarter 
Sessions 

>  > 

5%  extraneous  water 

...  Fined  £2  andlO/6 
costs 

>  > 

7%  deficient  in  fat 

Warned 

>  > 

15%  extraneous  water 

Fined  £5  and 
£5-9-6  costs 

In  previous  years  it  has  been  impossible  to  apply  the  Freezing 
Point  (Hortvet)  Test  to  milk  samples  owing  to  the  age  of  the  samples 
when  they  reached  the  Public  Analyst  in  London.  To  avoid  this  the 
Council  appointed  Mr.  W.  W.  Taylor,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Nottingham, 
as  Additional  Public  Analyst  for  the  examination  of  milk  samples 
which  are  collected  from  the  police  divisions  and  taken  or  sent  by  the 
Public  Health  Department,  reaching  the  analyst  by  about  4  p.m.  on  the 
day  of  sampling. 


On  collection  of  milk  samples  each  vendor  is  notified  by  a  letter 
of  his  right  to  have  an  “appeal  to  the  cow”  sample  taken  or  a  sample 
taken  in  course  of  delivery.  Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  this  right 
and  with  the  closer  working  arrangements  between  analyst,  inspector 
and  vendor,  genuine  deficiencies  are  not  the  subject  of  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  the  summonses  which  are  issued  are  now  generally 
regarded  by  the  magistrates  as  well  founded. 


The  legislation  regarding  the  chemical  quality  of  milk  could  be 
clarified  with  no  hardship  to  producer  or  vendor  by  the  adoption  of  an 
absolute  minimum  fat  content  of  3%  and  the  legalisation  of  the  Freezing 
Point  (Hortvet)  Test  for  extraneous  water. 
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GENERAL  HOSPITALS 

Mr.  N.  J.  Nicholson,  F.R.C.S.,  Ed.,  the  Surgeon  and  Super¬ 
intendent  at  the  Council’s  Infirmaries  at  Louth  and  Brigg,  has  provided 
the  following  statistics  relating  to  the  work  of  the  hospitals  during  the 
year,  as  follows: — 

County  Infirmary,  County  Infirmary, 


- 

Louth 

Brigg 

Admissions  (excluding  births) 

1,877 

633 

Births 

121 

92 

Discharges 

1,839 

629 

Deaths 

172 

89 

Out-patients  ... 

3,796 

— 

Treated  at  Physiotherapy  Depart¬ 
ment 

1,824 

Cases  notified  under  Joint  Cancer 
Scheme 

55 

Laboratory  Examinations 

3,448 

— 

X-Ray  Examinations 

2,856 

98 

Ambulance  Journeys 

272 

— 

Operations  performed  ... 

1,001 

199 

Mr.  Nicholsons’  comments  are  as  follows: — 


County  Infirmary,  Louth 

“Of  the  admissions  798  were  E.M.S.  cases,  chiefly  Army  and  Royal 
Air  Force.  After  VE  Day  admissions  among  service  personnel 
declined,  thus  for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  the  E.M.S.  cases 
averaged  93  and  for  the  last  three  months  39. 


The  births  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  were  46,  28  and 
36  respectively,  but  for  the  fourth  quarter  only  11.  The  drop  was 
caused  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  midwives  and  the  necessity  to 
close  the  maternity  block  for  a  number  of  weeks  for  that  reason. 

This  Infirmary  was  approved  by  the  General  Nursing  Council  as 
a  Complete  Training  School  for  Nurses  in  June,  1939 — that  is  almost 
exactly  a  year  after  the  opening  date.  Since  then  19  Nurses  have  passed 
their  Final  State  Examination  from  Louth.  If  greater  numbers  came 
forward  to  train  the  number  of  passes  would  be  much  higher.  During 
1945  the  number  of  passes  was  3 — that  is  about  the  average. 


During  the  war  the  strength  of  the  nursing  staff  was  maintained 
from  the  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  but  after  VE  Day  there  was  a  large  fall 
in  the  strength  of  the  nursing  staff.  On  January  1st,  1945,  the  total 
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strength  of  the  nursing  staff  was  81  and  on  the  31st  December,  1945, 
the  total  was  54,  6  unskilled  female  attendants  brought  the  total  pairs 
of  hands  to  60.  The  number  of  patients  has  remained  approximately 
the  same,  namely,  1st  Januray,  1945 — 189,  31st  December,  1945, — 185. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  old  London  Road  Hospital  will  shortly  be 
made  suitable  to  accommodate  about  14  Nurses  who  are  on  night  duty. 


Owing  to  pressure  of  work  detailed  reports  were  not  made  during 
the  war  years.  Naturally  some  of  the  war  years  were  more  busy  than 
1945.  The  highest  figure  reached  for  beds  occupied  was  on  March 
22nd,  1943,  when  the  figure  was  283.  That  number  exceeded  the 
normal  peace  time  capacity  of  the  Hospital  by  43  patients.  The 
highest  figure  reached  for  service  cases  was  173  on  September  12th, 
1940.” 


County  Infirmary,  Brigg 

“During  1945  the  County  Infirmary,  Brigg,  has  become  self- 
supporting  as  regards  its  own  cooking;  previously  cooked  meals  were 
sent  across  from  the  Institution. 


The  clinical  work  is  becoming  of  a  more  varied  character  and  is 
more  inter-related  with  that  of  the  Louth  County  Infirmary.  The 
equipment  and  resources  of  the  larger  hospital  are  used,  when  necessary, 
to  supplement  those  of  the  smaller.” 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 


Midwifery 

The  County  Council  is  the  Supervising  Authority  under  the 
Midwives  Acts  for  the  whole  of  the  Administrative  County. 

The  number  of  Midwives  in  practice  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  152. 

District  Nursing  Associations  under  arrangements  made  with  the 
County  Council  employed  93  on  district  work. 

In  the  Municipal  Borough  of  Louth  and  the  Gainsborough 
Urban  District  the  Nursing  Associations  do  not  undertake  Midwifery, 
two  Midwives  are  employed  direct  by  the  County  Council.  Thirty- 
five  were  practising  in  Institutions,  of  which  number  the  County 
Council  employed  22  in  their  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Homes. 
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Compared  with  last  year  there  were  21  fewer  Midwives  available 
in  the  County. 

The  Nursing  Association  had  7  more  than  at  the  end  of  1944,  but 
the  number  employed  by  the  County  Council  in  Institutions  had 
fallen  from  39  to  22. 

Midwives  were  in  attendance  during  the  year  at  5,110  births  of 
which  2,594  were  domiciliary  and  2,516  Institutional  cases.  Of  the 
above  total  of  5,110  the  Midwives  conducted  3,284  cases  and  were 
present  as  Maternity  Nurses  at  1,826  cases  conducted  by  Medical 
Practitioners. 

The  number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  under 
the  Midwives  Acts  was  1,044. 


Ante-Natal  Care 

The  County  Council  has  established  8  ad  hoc  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
in  the  County.  They  are  in  charge  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Aledical  Officers.  Arrangements  also  exist  whereby  cases  when  nec¬ 
essary  may  be  referred  to  the  Council’s  Consultant  Obstetricians. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  Clinics 
during  the  year  was  3,194.  In  addition,  16  cases  who  were  unable  to 
attend  the  Clinics  were  examined  at  the  request  of  the  County  Council 
by  general  practitioners.  Eighty-seven  patients  were  admitted  to 
Hospital  for  ante-natal  treatment. 


Gynaecological  Clinics 

Mr.  Macdonald,  one  of  the  Council’s  Consultant  Obstetricians, 
has  continued  to  hold  weekly  Gynaecological  Out-Patients  Clinics  at 
the  Council’s  Infirmaries  at  Louth  and  Brigg.  The  number  of 
patients  who  attended  these  Clinics  during  the  year  was  335.  Of  these 
148  were  expectant  mothers  referred  for  specialist  advice  on  treatment. 


Maternity  Home  Accommodation 

Although  as  reported  last  year  the  Council  increased  their  Mat¬ 
ernity  Home  accommodation  by  30  bringing  the  total  number  of  beds 
available  to  102,  the  demand  for  beds  still  exceeds  the  supply. 

The  Gate  Burton  Emergency  Home,  provided  to  deal  with  mothers 
evacuated  chiefly  from  Hull,  was  closed  down  during  the  year.  Since 
it  was  opened  in  1940,  altogether  3,359  patients  have  been  admitted. 
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The  following  table  gives  particuars  relating  to  Maternity  Home 
admissions  during  1945. 


Institution 

No.  of 
ad¬ 
missions 

Average 
Stay  in 
days 

Cases  Delivered 

Infant 

Deaths 

Maternal 

Deaths 

By 

Doc¬ 

tors 

By 

Mid¬ 

wives 

Still 

Born 

Died 
within 
10  days 
of  birth 

Cleethorpes 

Maternity 

Home 

575 

14 

133 

390 

7 

15 

2 

Gainsborough 

Maternity 

Home 

214 

13* 

72 

131 

3 

2 

— 

Gate  Burton 

Emergency 

Maternity 

Home 

429 

14 

39 

360 

10 

5 

— 

Scunthorpe 

Maternity 

Home 

910 

14 

87 

759 

18 

14 

2 

County 

Infirmary, 

Brigg 

93 

17 

21 

■72 

4 

4 

— 

County 

Infirmary, 

Louth 

137 

23 

9 

113 

9 

4 

— 

In  addition  to  the  numbers  shown  in  the  above  table  180  cases, 
chiefly  abortion  and  miscarriage,  were  admitted  to  voluntary  Hospitals 
and  other  Institutions. 


Under  the  arrangements  which  the  County  Council  has  with  the 
Lincolnshire  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare,  24  unmarried 
girls  were  admitted  for  confinement  and  after-care  to  the  Quarry  Mat¬ 
ernity  Home,  Lincoln. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia 

The  number  of  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  received  during 
the  year  was  68  of  which  33  were  domiciliary  patients  and  35  institu¬ 
tional.  Of  the  33  domiciliary  cases  16  were  removed  to  hospital  and 
6  nursed  in  their  own  homes  by  the  Council’s  nurses. 
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Infant  Welfare 

In  the  year  under  review  health  visitors  made  30,814  home  visits 
to  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year  and  27,635  visits  to  those  between 
the  ages  of  1  and  5  years. 

The  number  of  infants  who  attended  welfare  centres  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  was  2,694,  of  which  2,440  were  under  one  year  of 
age. 


The  total  attendances  at  the  centres  were  47,585. 

Child  Life  Protection 

Foster  parents  who  during  the  year  undertook  for  reward  the  care 
of  children  under  9  years  of  age  numbered  40.  The  children  con¬ 
cerned  numbered  42  and  were  subject  to  the  supervision  of  the  Health 
Visitors  who  act  as  Child  Life  Protection  visitors  under  the  Public 
Health  Act.  In  addition  there  were  9  children  at  the  Woohdall  Spa 
Convent  who  were  also  subject  to  supervision,  making  a  total  of  51 
children  to  whom  the  health  visitors  made  320  visits  during  the  year. 

Boarded  Out  Children 

Children  boarded  out  by  the  Education  and  Public  Assistance 
Committees  are  under  the  care  of  a  Joint  Committee  of  these  two 
bodies. 

The  health  visitors  who  supervise  these  children  report  to  the 
Joint  Committee  which  is  attended  by  the  Superintendent  Health 
Visitor. 

The  number  of  children  under  supervision  was  78  and  the  number 
of  visits  made  to  them  during  the  year  was  609. 

Illegitimate  Births 

An  endeavour  is  made  to  get  into  touch  with  expectant  unmarried 
mothers  as  early  in  the  pregnancy  as  possible  and  midwives,  health 
visitors  and  other  members  of  the  Council’s  staff  are  asked  to  notify 
any  cases  coming  to  their  notice. 

The  midwives,  health  visitors  and  the  Council’s  almoners  work  in 
co-operation  with  the  officers  of  the  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral 
Welfare.  Most  of  the  work  is  undertaken  by  the  almoners  who  visit 
as  many  of  the  girls  as  possible  although  their  other  duties  do  not 
allow  of  their  visiting  them  all.  The  girls  are  assisted  and  advised  in 
making  arrangements  for  the  confinement,  in  finding  employment,  in 
matters  arising  in  connection  with  affiliation  orders  and  adoptions, 
and  in  other  ways. 
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The  babies  are  in  the  usual  way  under  the  supervision  of  the  health 
visitors. 


Assistance  was  given  by  the  almoners  to  195  mothers  who  looked 
after  their  babies  in  their  own  homes,  and  in  25  adoption  cases.  They 
also  made  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  admission  of  24  cases 
to  the  Quarry  Maternity  Home,  Lincoln,  which  is  provided  by  the 
Association  for  Moral  Welfare.  The  girls  are  admitted  to  the  Institu¬ 
tion  two  weeks  before  the  confinement  and  remain  for  14  weeks  after. 
The  number  of  unmarried  girls  admitted  to  the  Council’s  own  Mat¬ 
ernity  Homes  during  the  year  was  176. 


Premature  Babies 


There  were  258  premature  babies  notified  during  the  year  of 
whom  56  or  22%  died  within  one  month  of  birth.  No  infant  weighing 
2f  lbs.  or  less  survived  for  four  weeks. 


Of  those  born  at  home  29%  died  within  a  month.  For  those  born 
in  Hospital  the  percentage  was  17. 


Special  visits  made  by  health  visitors  to  those  born  at  home 
numbered  346. 


Hot  water  bottles  were  provided  in  5  cases,  a  supply  of  Glucose  in 
4,  baby  clothing  and  blankets  in  3  and  a  cot  in  one. 


A  small  ward  for  premature  babies  has  been  provided  at  each  of 
the  Council’s  three  Maternity  Homes  and  at  the  County  Infirmary, 
Louth.  These  are  being  equipped,  and  as  soon  as  the  staffing  position 
permits,  the  Nurses  having  charge  of  these  wards  are  to  be  sent  for 
special  training  in  the  care  of  premature  infants. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Twenty  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  Five  cases  left  the 
district.  The  remaining  fifteen  were  visited  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
none  of  them  was  found  to  have  any  impairment  of  vision. 
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Premature  Births,  1945 


Weight 
in  lbs. 

Born  at  Home 

Born  in  Institution 

Totals 

No. 

Deaths* 

No. 

Deaths* 

No. 

Deaths* 

Under  1  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

1  —  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1J—  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

n—  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

if-  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  —  ... 

2 

2 

3 

3 

5 

5 

91 _ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2i _ 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2-3 _ 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

3  —  ... 

7 

4 

4 

4 

11 

8 

T1 _ 

°4 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

31 _ 

O  2 

3 

3 

7 

1 

10 

4 

33 

J4 

2 

2 

7 

1 

9 

3 

4  —  ... 

11 

3 

6 

— 

17 

3 

41 _ 

“4 

2 

1 

6 

1 

8 

2 

41 _ 

“2 

7 

6 

12 

1 

19 

7 

43 _ 

“4 

7 

— 

18 

1 

25 

1 

5  —  ... 

21 

1 

28 

2 

49 

3 

5J-  ... 

14 

— 

43 

6 

57 

6 

54-  ... 

24 

3 

13 

1 

37 

4 

Totals  ... 

105 

30 

153 

26 

258 

56 

^Within  one  month  from  date  of  birth. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  notified  cases  was  6,165  as  compared  with  3,205 
in  1944. 

Measles 

The  incidence  of  measles  as  compared  with  last  year  shows  an 
increase  of  3,389  cases. 

Dysentery 

There  were  263  cases  of  dysentery  reported  of  which  number  243 
cases  occurred  in  the  Borough  of  Scunthorpe.  They  were  mostly 
mild  cases  of  the  Sonne  type  of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria 

Reference  has  been  made  earlier  in  the  report  to  this  disease, 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation 

The  following  table  compiled  from  returns  provided  by  the 
District  Councils  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised  during 
the  year. 


Number  of  Children  Immunised  1945 


District 

Age  1 — 5 

Age 

years 

5 — 15  years 

Alford 

U.D. 

10 

— 

Barton-on-Humber 

U.D. 

98 

1 

Brigg 

U.D. 

52 

80 

Cleethorpes 

M.B. 

332 

142 

Gainsborough 

U.D. 

233 

23 

Horncastle 

U.D. 

45 

1 

Louth 

M.B. 

125 

20 

Mablethorpe  &  Sutton 

U.D. 

94 

28 

Market  Rasen 

U.D. 

24 

3 

Scunthorpe 

M.B. 

776 

124 

Skegness 

U.D. 

47 

6 

Woodhall  Spa 

U.D. 

36 

6 

Caistor 

R.D. 

177 

25 

Glanford  Brigg 

R.D. 

245 

154 

Gainsborough 

R.D. 

68 

19 

Grimsby 

R.D. 

160 

41 

Horncastle 

R.D. 

129 

5 

Isle  of  Axholme 

R.D. 

138 

23 

Louth 

R.D. 

163 

19 

Spilsby 

R.D. 

168 

15 

Welton 

R.D. 

148 

6 

The  Council’s  health  visitors 

make  one  or  more 

visits  to  each 

infant  as  soon  as  possible  after  it  has  attained  the  age  of  one  year,  with 
a  view  to  obtaining  the  parents’  consent  to  immunisation. 

Particulars  relating 

to  infants 

in  the  County  who 

were  due  for 

immunisation  in  1945  on 

reaching  the  age  of  one  year  are  as  follows: — 

Births  (1944) 

5,575  ) 

6,791 

Inward  transfers 

1,216  | 

Deaths 

Outward  transfers 

228  ) 
1,522  ) 

1,750 

Number  to  be 

No.  Immunised 

...  3,060 

immunised 

5,041 

No.  of  refusals 

952 

Remaining  to  be 

im- 

munised 

...  1,029 
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Notified  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  Urban  and  Rural  Districts — 1945 


Sanitary 

Districts 

Total  number 
notified 

Diphtheria  and 
|  Membraneous  Croup 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever 

Typhoid  Fever  & 
Paratyphoid 

|  Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1  Respiratory 

1  Tuberculosis 

Other 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

Small-pox 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  | 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Pneumonia 

Encephalitis  Lethargical 

Poliomyelitis 

Dysentery 

Polio-encephalitis 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Malaria  (contracted  in 

England  &  Wales) 

Ac.  Lymph.  Meningitis] 

URBAN— 

Alford 

32 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

20 

— 

— - 

— 

Barton-on-Humber 

85 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

7 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65 

7 

— 

— 

Brigg 

96 

3 

5 

11 

— 

— 

5 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

2 

— 

47 

14 

— - 

— 

Cleethorpes  Borough 

687 

3 

12 

33 

— 

3 

43 

11 

— 

2 

•- 

38 

- 

— 

4 

2 

473 

63 

— 

- 

Gainsborough 

675 

- 

3 

19 

- 

1 

18 

4 

— 

- 

2 

17 

— 

— 

2 

- 

488 

121 

— 

— 

Horncastle 

134 

— 

— 

1 

6 

3 

— 

1 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

108 

8 

— 

— 

Louth  Borough 

141 

- 

1 

4 

1 

12 

10 

3 

— 

- 

— 

4 

- 

— 

3 

— 

99 

4 

— 

- 

Mablethorpe 

130 

— 

— 

11 

— 

1 

2 

3 

- 

1 

- 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

103 

2 

— 

— 

Market  Rasen 

73 

— 

1 

1 

— 

- 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

34 

— 

— 

Scunthorpe  Borough 

973 

41 

11 

108 

— 

19 

60 

11 

2 

4 

28 

— 

— 

243 

1 

411 

34 

— 

— 

Skegness 

79 

— 

— 

41 

- 

— 

12 

2 

— 

3 

3 

1 

— 

— 

- 

17 

— 

— 

Woodball  Spa 

54 

_ 

2 

— 

5 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

37 

2 

— 

— 

3159 

48 

33 

236 

1 

41 

173 

40 

— 

10 

12 

115 

— 

- 

255 

3 

1903 

289 

- 

— 

RURAL- 

Glanford  Brigg 

679 

15 

8 

46 

1 

5 

16 

6 

— 

— 

1 

29 

1 

1 

8 

— 

467 

74 

1 

— 

Caistor 

393 

4 

6 

34 

— 

1 

4 

5 

- 

1 

2 

7 

— 

— 

- 

— 

273 

56 

— 

— 

Gainsborough 

184 

- 

11 

— 

12 

3 

4 

— 

— 

1 

2 

- 

1 

— 

— 

141 

9 

— 

— 

Grimsby 

186 

2 

2 

6 

— 

— 

3 

6 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

- 

— 

— 

153 

8 

— 

— 

Horncastle  ... 

224 

3 

8 

13 

— 

1 

11 

7 

— 

1 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

123 

47 

— 

1 

Isle  of  Axholme 

494 

2 

1 

73 

— 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

383 

16 

— 

— 

Louth 

250 

1 

2 

11 

— 

2 

7 

8 

— 

— 

- 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

202 

11 

— 

— 

Spilsby 

495 

1 

7 

25 

1 

3 

19 

6 

— 

2 

2 

5 

— 

4 

— 

389 

31 

— 

— 

Welton 

101 

1 

— 

16 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

49 

24 

— 

— 

3006 

29 

34  235 

2 

27 

75 

43 

— 

5 

8 

73 

2 

7 

8 

— 

2180 

276 

1 

1 

Total  for  County 

61b5 

77 

67  471 

3 

68 

248 

83 

- 

15 

20 

188 

2 

7263 

3 

4083 

565 

1 

1 

Isolation  Hospital  Provision 

The  County  Council  was  called  on  to  provided  isolation  for  303 
cases  during  the  year. 

The  majority  were  accommodated  at  the  Council’s  own  hospital 
at  Brumby.  The  remainder  were  sent  to  institutions  belonging  to 
other  authorities. 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  admitted  during  1945: 


Isolation 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Mumps 

Measles 

Malaria 

Erysipelas 

German  Measles  | 

Enteric  Fever  | 

Whooping  Cough  & 
Bronch.  Pneumonia 

Measles  & 
Mastoid 

Measles  & 

Otitis  Media 

Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Fever  &  Pneumonia 

Pneumonia 

Measles  & 

Dysentery 

Other  Conditions  | 

TOTAL 

Brumby 

169 

40 

6 

2 

1  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

238 

Scartho 

2 

21 

2 

2 

—  6 

_ 

_ 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

21 

61 

Lincoln 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— : — 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Osgodby 

— 

1 

— 

— , — 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

TOTAL 

171 

62 

8 

4 

1  7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

38 

303 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  reported  on 
primary  notifications  was  248  which  is  an  increase  of  5 1  compared  with 
the  previous  year.  In  addition  there  were  57  cases  reported  otherwise 
than  by  formal  notification  as  compared  with  56  in  1944. 

Cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  formally  notified  during 
the  year  numbered  83  while  21  were  otherwise  ascertained.  The 
corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding  year  were  85  and  20. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  reported  from 
all  sources  for  the  years  1936 — 1945. 

New  Cases  reported 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1936 

248 

91 

1937 

242 

105 

1938 

264 

118 

1939 

241 

118 

1940 

230 

106 

1941 

198 

118 

1942 

226 

106 

1943 

252 

113 

1944 

253 

105 

1945 

305 

104 

Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1930 
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24 

33 
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65  and 

upwards 

1 
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Age  periods 

Pulmonary  Males 

Pulmonary  Females 

Non-Pulmonary  Males 

Non-Pulmonary  Females 
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Dispensary  Registers 

The  number  of  patients  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
whose  names  were  on  the  dispensary  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  was  1,606.  This  figure  was  made  up  as  follows: — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Adults 

Children 

Adults 

Children 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

510 

437 

86 

85 

107 

113 

130 

138 

947 

171 

220 

268 

1118 

488 

Institutional  Treatment 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  patients  under  treatment 
or  observation  at  institutions  during  the  year. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Institution 

Adult 

Males 

Adult 

Females 

Children 

Total 

Branston  Hall 

— 

113 

63 

176 

Brumby  Isolation 

34 

— 

— 

34 

Scartho  Sanatorium 

45 

22 

2 

69 

Kelling  Sanatorium 

15 

— 

— 

15 

Lincoln  County  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Louth  County  Infirmary 

1 

7 

2 

10 

Brigg 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Liverpool  Sanatorium 

17 

— 

— 

17 

Creaton  ,, 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Papworth  ,, 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Preston  Hall 

— 

1 

— 

1 

St.  Michael’s  Home,  Axbridge  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nayland  Sanatorium 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Newstead 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Westminster  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lincoln  City  Hosp.  &  San. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Leeds  General  Infirmary 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

122 

149 

67 

338 

23 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Institution 

Adult 

Males 

Adult 

Females 

Children 

Total 

Branston  Hall 

— 

2 

6 

8 

Scartho  Sanatorium 

1 

1 

4 

6 

Gringley-on-the-Hill  Hospital  ... 

— 

— 

18 

18 

Harlow  Wood  Hospital 

16 

6 

8 

30 

Lincoln  County  Hospital 

1 

1 

3 

5 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Louth  Countv  Infirmary 

10 

6 

33 

49 

Brigg 

2 

— 

3 

5 

Grimsby  &  District  Hospital 

3 

1 

3 

7 

Preston  Hall 

1 

— 

— 

1 

War  Memorial  Hospital,  Scun¬ 
thorpe 

4 

1 

1 

6 

Manfield  Orth.  Hospital 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Brampton  Hospital 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

40 

20 

80 

140 

Branston  Hall  Sanatorium 

The  following  report  prepared  by  Dr.  Butcher,  the  Medical 
Superintendent,  gives  an  outline  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil’s  Sanatorium  at  Branston. 

“General  Survey  of  Work  Carried  out 

There  is  nothing  outstanding  in  the  figures  for  1945  to  which 
particular  attention  should  be  drawn.  There  is  a  definite  increase  in 
the  number  of  admissions  and  discharges,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  several  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year  for  an 
assessment  of  the  stability  of  the  disease ;  as  it  was  in  nearly  every  case 
found  to  be  quiescent  their  length  of  stay  in  consequence  was  apprec¬ 
iably  shorter.  The  number  of  non-quiescent  cases  discharged  is, 
considering  the  smallness  of  the  figure,  appreciably  less;  of  the  20  so 
classified  cases  8  have  since  died,  three  were  transferred  for  Thora¬ 
coplasty  and  the  remainder  are  in  varying  degrees  of  health.  There 
was  in  increase  in  the  number  of  Artificial  Pneumothorax  refills  given 
to  in-patients  and  there  was  again  an  increase  in  the  number  given  to 
out-patients.  The  work  of  this  department  is  steadily  increasing. 

X-Ray  Department 

During  1945,  1,466  x-ray  films  were  taken,  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year  of  242  films.  There  has  been  a  steady  increase  every 
year  in  the  work  of  this  Department  since  the  x-ray  machine  was  first 
installed  in  1935.  During  the  first  year  that  it  was  in  use  the  total 
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number  of  x-ray  films  and  screening  examinations  carried  out  was  170, 
while  last  year  x-ray  examinations  alone  rose  to  1,466;  no  record 
was  kept  of  the  number  of  screening  examinations  but  the  figure  would 
be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  1,500.  There  was  an  increase  last  year 
both  in  the  in-patient  and  out-patients  figures,  and  it  is  more  than 
likely  that  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  latter  figures  again  this  year. 
The  present  accommodation  must  be  regarded  as  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  increased  amount  of  work  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  the 
Committee  will  seriously  consider  building  a  new  department  as  soon 
as  possible. 

Thoracic  Surgery 

In  previous  years,  cases  requiring  Thoracotomy  or  division  of 
adhesions  have  been  transferred  to  the  Corporation  Hospital,  Scartho, 
Grimsby,  where  the  operations  have  been  carried  out  by  Mr.  Wynne 
Edwards.  During  the  year  I  was  informed  by  the  Grimsby  Tuberculosis 
Officer  that  he  could  admit  no  more  cases  on  account  of  the  shortage 
of  beds,  and  I  made  arrangements,  as  I  reported  to  you  in  November, 
for  the  operations  to  be  carried  out  here.  This  is  advantageous  both 
for  the  patients,  who  are  saved  a  journey,  and  for  the  Nursing  Staff, 
who  see  another  side  of  the  treatment  of  Tuberculosis.  There  is  an 
increasing  number  of  cases  every  year  who  may  be  regarded  as  suitable 
for  Thoracoplasty,  and  in  the  near  future  I  hope  it  will  be  possible  for 
the  operation  to  be  carried  out  here.  It  will  be  preferable  for  the 
patients  to  be  looked  after  by  the  same  Staff  throughout  their  treat¬ 
ment,  and  it  will  be  beneficial  to  the  Nursing  Staff,  particularly  if  the 
Sanatorium  is  recognised  as  a  Training  School  during  the  course  of 
this  year.  Before  Thoracoplasties  could  be  carried  out,  a  proper 
operating  theatre  would  have  to  be  built  and  equipped  and  I  hope  that 
the  Committee  will  consider  this  project. 

Staff 

The  main  Staff  changes  during  the  year  were  the  retirement  of 
Miss  Winstanley,  who  had  been  Matron  at  Branston  since  1927,  and 
Sister  Warry,  who  had  been  in  charge  of  the  Children’s  Ward  for  the 
same  length  of  time.  They  carry  with  them  into  their  retirement  the 
good  wishes  of  all  their  colleagues  after  their  long  years  of  hard  and 
arduous  service.  Miss  D.  L.  Gray  was  appointed  as  Matron,  while 
Miss  E.  Winter  succeeded  to  the  post  of  Sister  in  charge  of  the  Chil¬ 
dren’s  Ward.  On  the  whole  during  1945  the  number  of  nurses  on  the 
Staff  was  greater  than  in  any  recent  years;  there  is  still  no  trained 
Staff  Nurse  on  the  Staff  and  it  is  unlikely  that  one  will  be  obtained  at 
least  until  the  Sanatorium  is  recognised  for  the  Tuberculosis  Association 
Certificate.” 

“Adults: 

Admissions:  89  (72) 

Discharges:  88  (70) 
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Quiescent 

52 

(32) 

Non-quiescent 

20 

(27) 

Died 

10 

(7) 

Non-Tuberculous 

5 

(4) 

Non-Pulmonary 

1 

(-) 

Children: 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Admissions  41  (38) 

24 

17 

41 

Discharges:  42  (37) 

24 

18 

42 

Quiescent 

20 

14 

34 

Non-quiescent 

— 

— 

— 

Non-pulmonary 

3 

2 

5 

Non-tuberculous 

1 

2 

3 

X-Ray  Work: 

Total  number  of  films 

taken : 

1466 

(1224) 

In-patients 

.  .  . 

706 

(612) 

Out-patients  ... 

.  .  . 

700 

(556) 

Staff 

60 

(56) 

Bronchograms: 

5 

(5) 

Adults 

•  •  • 

2 

(3) 

Children 

•  •  • 

2 

(1) 

Out-patients  . . . 

•  .  . 

1 

(1) 

Artificial  Pneumothorax  Work: 


In-patients: 


Out-patients: 


Other  Work: 


No.  of  Artificial  Pneumothoraces  induced  ... 

34 

(29) 

Total  number  of  refills  given 

748 

(906) 

No.  of  patients  receiving  treatment 

48 

(40) 

No.  of  patients  with  bilateral  A.P. 

10 

(15) 

Gas  replacements 

1 

(3) 

Pleural  washouts 

8 

(-) 

Total  No.  of  refills  given 

721 

(656) 

Total  No.  of  patients  attending  ... 

28 

(25) 

Patients  attending  with  bilateral  A.P. 

11 

(10) 

Gas  replacements 

4 

(-) 

Total  No.  of  Pneumo-peritoneum  refills 

given 

9 

(21) 

No.  of  patients  attending 

1 

(2) 

Transferred  to  Scartho  for  Thoracoscopy  ... 

14 

(22) 

Thoracoscopy  operations 

3 

(-) 

Operations  on  phrenic  nerve 

8 

(10) 

Transferred  for  Thoracoplasty  ... 

3 

(4 

Out-patients  attending  for  supervision 

23 

(21)” 

Note:  Figures  in  brackets  correspond  to  1944. 


Maintenance  Allowances  (Memo  266 /T) 

During  the  year  106  cases  were  in  receipt  of  allowances.  The 
total  amount  paid  to  them  was  £5,769  11s.  3d.,  or  an  average  of 
approximately  £54  8s.  7d. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES 

New  cases  attending  the  Clinics  serving  the  County  numbered 
200  of  which  85  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  Syphilis  and  115  from 
Gonorrhoea.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were 
new  cases  210,  Syphilis  78,  Gonorrhoea  132. 

The  numbers  of  Pathological  specimens  submitted  for  examination 
were,  from  treatment  centres  4,529,  from  Hospitals  in  the  County 
2,988,  and  from  private  practitioners  1,302. 

Forty-six  notifications  under  Regulation  33b  were  received  during 
the  year  of  which  44  related  to  females  and  2  to  males. 

Double  notifications  were  received  in  8  cases  and  of  these  6 
attended  for  treatment  voluntarily  and  two  after  being  served  with  a 
statutory  notice. 

Of  the  cases  in  which  a  single  notice  had  been  received  31  attended 
the  Clinic  voluntarily  after  a  visit  from  the  Almoner. 

Dr.  Silver,  the  Council’s  Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer, 
comments  on  the  work  of  the  service  during  the  year  as  follows: — 

‘‘Skegness — Decrease  of  new  Service  cases  there,  owing  to 
closing  of  R.A.F.  Training  Headquarters.  Poor  support  from  local 
doctors. 

Louth — Patients  find  difficulty  in  attending  the  Clinic  if  they 
come  from  outside  Louth  itself.  Local  support  from  general  practi¬ 
tioners  is  fair. 

Barton — Since  closing  of  American  and  R.A.F.  Stations  in  the 
area,  a  very  marked  decrease  in  new  cases.  Excellent  local  practi¬ 
tioner  support. 

Scunthorpe — A  steady  increase  in  Syphilis  is  present.  Attend¬ 
ances  are  good,  but  the  defaulter  rate  is  high.  There  seems  to  be  a 
definite  need  for  a  publicity  campaign  in  Scunthorpe,  in  addition  to 
renewal  of  V.D.  Notices. 

All  microscopic  work  for  the  Clinic  and  the  three  County  Clinics 
has  been  carried  out  at  Scunthorpe  since  October  1st. 

There  is  need  for  alterations  in  times  of  Clinics  and  structural 
alterations  in  the  Clinic  itself,  if  it  is  to  work  smoothly. 

Practitioner  Service — This  has  been  adequately  maintained  by 
Dr.  T.  F.  Greenwood  and  Dr.  F.  W.  Shegog,  and  has  been  very  effective 
in  filling  the  gaps  in  the  treatment  area. 

Almoner  Service — The  follow  up  and  contact  tracing  of  V.D. 
cases  by  Miss  Price  and  Miss  Almond  has  been  a  very  great  success, 
and  many  contacts  have  been  brought  in  for  treatment  who  would 
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otherwise  have  become  sources  of  infection.  Many  defaulters  have 
been  persuaded  to  re-attend. 

In-patient  treatment — During  1945,  14  cases  received  treatment. 

4  cases  of  Early  Syphilis  for  Penicillin  Therapy. 

5  cases  of  Gonorrhoea. 

5  cases  of  Late  or  Resistent  Syphilis  received  Malaria  Therapy.” 

CANCER 


Cancer  was  responsible  for  more  than  one-sixth  of  the  total 
deaths  registered  in  the  County  during  the  year.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  was  490.  This  is  33  more  than  in  1944  and  is 
the  highest  figure  yet  recorded  for  the  County. 

The  upward  trend  of  the  mortality  from  the  disease  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  figures  relating  to  the  ten  year  period  1936 — 45. 


Population.  Number  of 


(Registrar 

General’s 

Estimate) 

Deaths 

Cancer 

Cancer 

Year 

all  causes 

Deaths 

Deaths  per 
1,000 

population 

1936 

269,500 

3,252 

426 

1.58 

1937 

277,000 

3,276 

430 

1.59 

1938 

272,700 

3,194 

435 

1.60 

1939 

275,800 

3,332 

461 

1.65 

1940 

273,700 

3,517 

452 

1.65 

1941 

271,570 

3,316 

465 

1.71 

1942 

266,700 

3,174 

481 

1.80 

1943 

267,300 

3,265 

466 

1.74 

1944 

265,860 

3,111 

457 

1.71 

1945 

266,190 

3,191 

490 

1.84 

The  number  of  patients  for  whose  treatment  in  general  hospitals 
approved  under  the  Joint  Cancer  Committee’s  Scheme  the  County 
Council  accepted  responsibility  was  301.  The  number  of  County 
patients  admitted  to  the  Radiotherapy  Centre  at  Scunthorpe  was  214, 
while  the  number  who  attended  as  out-patients  was  279. 


BLIND  PERSONS  ACT,  1920 

The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Administrative 
County  is  now  400,  of  which  199  are  males  and  201  females. 

The  age  groups  of  those  registered  are  as  follows: — 

Under 
5  yrs. 

3 


5-16 

12 


16-21 

4 


21-50 

78 


50-70 

123 


70  and  over 

180 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  particulars  relating  to  mental 
defectives  on  the  County  Register  at  the  end  of  1945: — 


(A)  Number  of  Cases  “Subject  to  be  dealt 

Males 

Females 

Total 

with” 

1  .  Under  ‘Order’: — 

(a)  (1)  In  Institutions. 

(excl.  cases  on  Licence) 

Under  16  years  of  age  . 

25 

11 

36 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . 

148 

164 

312 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Institutions 
Under  16  years  of  age 

1 

1 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

23 

23 

46 

(6)  (1)  Under  Guardianship. 

(Exc  .  cases  on  licence.) 

Under  16  years  of  age  . 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . 

9 

14 

23 

(2)  On  Licence  from  Guardianship. 
Under  16  years  of  age 

Aged  16  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

2.  In  “places  of  safety”: — 

Under  16  years  of  age  . 

Aged  16  years  and  over  . 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Under  Statutory  Supervision  of  whom  43 
males  and  31  females  are  awaiting  removal 
to  an  institution 

185 

170 

355 

4.  Action  not  yet  taken  under  any  one  of  the 
above  headings. 

(a)  Notified  by  Local  Education  Author¬ 
ities  (Sec.  2  (2).) 

(b)  Mental  Defectives  in  receipt  of  Poor 
Relief: — 


(1)  In  Institutions 

11 

14 

25 

(2)  Domiciliary 
(c)  Otherwise  ‘ascertained’ 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

(B)  Number  of  Cases  who  may  become 
“Subject  to  be  dealt  with.” 

1.  In  Institutions  or  under  Guardianship 
dealt  vith  under  Sec.  3  : — 

(a)  In  regard  to  whom  the  Local  Authority 
contributes  under  its  permissive  powers 

2 

2 

( b )  Maintained  wholly  by  parents,  rela¬ 
tives  or  others 

— 

1 

1 

2.  ^Reported  to  the  Local  Authority  from  any 
reliable  source  but  as  to  whom  no  action 
has  been  taken 

160 

109 

269 

Of  these  11  males  and  9  females 
are  under  voluntary  supervision. 

3.  In  Institutions  but  not  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act 

73 

41 

114 

TOTAL 

640 

549 

1189 

*  Includes  nil  cases  awaiting  classification. 
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